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caught atlengtji his own towers, at the distance of a mile, he sprang
up with a cry of delight/
1. 54. owche, a jewel, otherwise spelt nowche. Barer, quoted in
'Catholicon Anglicran,' explains the word to mean ' a piece, morcell,
or gobbet, that is cut from something; a carcanet or ouch to hang
about a gentlewoman's necke, segmentum.' It would seem that
' owch' is to be classed with English words that have lost an initial
n, adder, auger, orange, &c., and is radically the same word as
notch.
1. 68. forbidden spell. ' Popular belief, though contrary to the
doctrines of the Church, made a favourable distinction betwixt magi-
cians, and necromancers or wizards;—the former were supposed to
command the evil spirits, and the latter to serve, or at least to be in
league and compact with, those enemies of mankind. The arts of
subjecting the demons were manifold; sometimes the fiends were
actually swindled by the magicians, as in the case of the bargain be-
twixt one of their number and the poet Virgil.'—-Scorr. See the
Romance of Virgilius.
1. 79. * A. merlin, or sparrow-hawk, was actually carried by
ladies of rank, as a falcon was, in time of peace, the constant atten-
dant of a knight or baron. See Latham on Falconry.—Godscroft
relates, that when Mary of Lorraine was regent, she pressed the
Earl of Angus to admit a royal garrison into his Castle of Tan-
tallon. To this he returned no direct answer; but, as if apostro-
phizing a goss-hawk, which sat on his wrist, and which he was
feeding during the Queen's speech, he exclaimed, "The devil's in
this greedy glede, she will never be full.'*—Humfs History of the
House of Douglast1743, vol. ii. p. 131. Barclay complains of the
common and indecent practice of bringing hawks and hoxrads into
churches.'—scott.
1. 84.   the gorgeous festival.   Scott's description of the feast
differs from the style of <;he metrical romances which he imitated
- chiefly in being more select in its particulars.   The ancient * min-
strel* generally put on the board every animal known to him.
Hence the courtly Chaucer passes over such details as vulgar.
*I wol nat tellen of her strange sewes,
Ne of her swannes, ne of her heronsewes.'
1. 90. princely peacock. ' The peacock, it is well known, was
considered, during the times of chivalry, not merely as an exquisite
delicacy, but as a dish of peculiar solemnity. After being roasted,
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